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AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

Population: Questions on Class of Worker,

Industry, and Occupation (P- 35-40)

FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL USES OF
DATA ABOUT CLASS OF WORKER,
INDUSTRY, AND OCCUPATION

QUESTIONS AS THEY APPEAR
IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The Veterans Benefits Administration uses
these data to help register, counsel, train, and
place eligible veterans at local employment
offices.

The Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission uses these data to determine

representation within an employment category.

The Department of Justice uses these data to
enforce nondiscrimination in employment by
federal, state, and local governments.

The Department of Education uses these data
to analyze career trends and options in the
United States.

Corporations and individuals use these data to
develop business plans and to determine
demographic characteristics of an area where
they plan to start a business.

State and local governments, faith-based and
other non-profit organizations, and businesses
use these data to plan, budget, and pay
benefits.

EXAMPLES OF LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
FOR DATA ABOUT CLASS OF WORKER,
INDUSTRY, AND OCCUPATION

e Social Security Act
e Public Health Service Act
e Workforce Investment Act of 1998

<www.census.gov/acs/www>

Answar questions 35-40 ORLY IF this person
worked (ntha past 5 years. Othernwiss, 5K
to question £1. l

3510 CURRENT OR MOST RECENT JOB ACTIVITY.
Describe dearly this persons civef Job activity or
business last weak. ¥ this person had more than ane
Job, describe the one at whivch this person worked the
mast hours, if this person had no fob or businass last
wesk, give infarmation for histher las job or business.

@ Was this person -

Mark (x] ONE bow.

[ an employee of a PRIVATE FOR PROFIT company
or business, or of an Indwidual, for wages, salary,
of oom mkslors?

[J an employes of a PRIVATE NOT FOR PROFIT,
tax-exempt, or charttable arganizatlon?

[ a 1ocal GOVERMMENT employee ety
county, etc)?

a state GOWERNMENT em ployea?
a Federal GWERNMENT employes?

SELF-ERM PLOYED In ovn WNOT INCORPORATED
business, professdonal practice, or farm?

SELF-EM PLOYED In com |NCORPORATED bus ness,
profasslanal practice, or farm?

D warking WITHOUT PAY In family business or farm?

e For whom did this person work?

¥ nowy on active guty in the
Armed Forces, mark (2 this hox — [
and pwint the branch of the 4rmed Forces.

Mame of company, business, or ather employer

@. What kind of business or Industry was this?
Describe the activityat the location whare amployed.

(For exampe: haspital newspaper pubishing, mai

order house, auto engine manufacuring. bankl

Q Is this mainly - ddark 0 one bosx.

a ranufacturing?
D whiolesale trada?
D retall trade?

D other (agriculture, construction, sendce,
govern mert, etcl?

@l What kind of work was this person doing T (For
example; registerad nurse. parsonnel manageyr,
supenwsor of ordler department, secretary. acoountant)

@ What were this person’s most Impaortant
activities or dutles? (For exampie: patient care,

directing iring pofcies supernsing arder derks,

tyoing and fivng. reconaiing finandia recoras)
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HISTORY OF THE CLASS OF WORKER,
INDUSTRY, AND OCCUPATION
QUESTIONS

e Questions on class of worker have been
asked since 1910; occupation since 1850;
and industry in 1820, 1840, and again from
1910-1990.

e The question also was asked on the Census
2000 long-form questionnaire.

WHY WE ASK IT THIS WAY

These questions describe the work activity and
occupational skills of the American labor force.
Class of worker refers to the type of employment
such as private, government, self-employed, or
working as an unpaid family worker. This
information provides a consistent approach to
classifying individuals into specific industries and
occupations based on standard detailed classifi-
cation systems. Industry is the kind of business
in which an individual works, while occupation is
the kind of work that the individual does.

WHAT IS THE
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY?

The American Community Survey (ACS) is a
nationwide survey that collects socioeconomic and
housing information and is the planned
replacement for the long form in the 2010 Census.

The U.S. Census Bureau plans to conduct the
ACS in every county, American Indian and Alaska
Native Area, Hawaiian Home Land, and in Puerto
Rico, once it is fully implemented, pending
Congressional funding. The ACS has been tested
across the country since 1996.

HOW CAN | SEE THE RESULTS OF THE
SURVEY?

The information collected from these tests is
published on the Census Bureau’s Web site at:

<www.census.gov/acs/www>
and American FactFinder at:

<http://factfinder.census.gov>

For more information call, e-mail, or visit our Web site:
1-888-456-7215
<cmo.acs@census.gov>
<http://lwww.census.gov/acs/www>
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